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Day 5 – Drive according to the weather 

For Tuesday 17th 
 

It’s Day 5 on the Police Advent Calendar and officers are offering advice about driving 
in the wintry weather. 
 
Officers are appealing to islanders to take extra care driving because despite having 
responsibility for a tonne of metal many people often do not change their driving 
behaviour according to the weather – leading to more collisions on the road. 
 
With temperatures dropping by the day officers are giving islanders top tips on 
driving safely this festive season and asking them pertinent questions such as is your 
journey absolutely necessary? 
 
The star of today’s video are youngsters from Trinity School who give a twist on a 
classic Christmas carol. 
 
Road Safety Officer Philip Blake said: “We want everyone to have a safe and happy 
Christmas which is why we are giving out tweeting top tips throughout the day on 
how to drive in the conditions, that includes everything from extreme weather to 
wind and flooding. 
 
“Some of these tips may sound obvious but we would rather say them than assume 
that people know.” 
 
As well as the advent calendar video, officers will also be using our social media 
channels to give out tips of how to drive safely depending on the condition using the 
#drivetoconditions. 
 
The advice is listed below. 
 
Is your journey absolutely necessary?  

 In extreme weather conditions you should ask yourself if making a journey by 
road is absolutely necessary.   

 You might consider delaying your trip until the weather and road conditions 
improve or use public transport where available.  

 If your journey is unavoidable you should be prepared.   

 Ensure your vehicle has a more than adequate supply of fuel for the journey.   

 Allow extra time and drive with caution.   

 Let someone know your route and when you expect to arrive.   

 Check to see if there are any problems on your intended route before setting 
out on a journey.   

 Remember that the best road conditions are likely to occur between 10am and 
4pm.   

 Listen to tv or local radio, use the internet or social media, for updates on the 
weather and roads that may be dangerous or impassable.    

 
Is your vehicle winter-ready?  
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 Check your vehicle’s owner’s manual and find out if it has any safety assist 
technology e.g. ABS 

 Check the owner’s manual for instructions in the event you have to be towed, ( 
location of towing eye etc), this is especially important for trucks and buses 

 Get your vehicle serviced to ensure it is fit and safe 

 Carry out regular checks on the vehicle 

 Check for wear and tear on wiper blades and replace them as soon as they 
start to smear rather than clean windows  

 Keep tyre pressure at the manufacturer's recommended level 

 Replace tyres if necessary - check your tyre tread depth - the minimum legal 
limit is 1.6mm, however, for winter driving 3mm is advised 

 Make sure all vehicle lights are working and clean 

 Ensure the vehicle has adequate levels of anti-freeze coolant and screen wash 

 Check your vehicle battery 
 

Be Prepared  
In prolonged icy or snowy driving conditions it is advisable to carry a fully charged 
mobile phone and have the following in the boot of the car 

 High Visibility Vest  

 Tow rope  

 A shovel 

 Appropriate footwear in case you have to leave your vehicle  

 A hazard warning triangle  

 De-icing equipment (Both for glass and door locks)  

 First aid kit  

 A fire extinguisher   

 A torch  

 A car blanket, additional clothing & some food and water (for long journeys) 

 Consider carrying some salt or sand 
 
Motoring Tips in Snow and Ice 
 

 Clear your windows, mirrors and lights before you set out – do not use hot 
water on the windscreen as it can crack the glass 

 Ensure your vehicle is clear of snow including the roof 

 Have sunglasses in the car 

 Visibility may be reduced. However, do not hang on to the tail lights of the 
vehicle in front of you 

 Use your dipped headlights and fog lights 

 Manoeuvre gently, too much steering is bad 

 Slow down and leave extra distance between you and the vehicle in front 

 When you slow down, use your brakes gently so that the brake lights warn 
drivers behind you 

 Avoid harsh braking and acceleration 

 Use the highest gear possible to avoid wheel spin. Select a low gear when 
travelling downhill especially if through bends 

 If your car has rear wheel drive the addition of extra weight in the boot will 
help your wheels to grip 

 Be careful on compacted snow – it may have turned to ice 
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 Watch out for black ice especially in sheltered / shaded areas on roads, under 
trees, under or on bridges and adjacent to high walls 
 

If your vehicle begins to skid you should 

 Identify the cause – it is either; too much braking, too much steering, too 
much acceleration or a combination of these.  
 

 Remove the cause – gently and smoothly 

 Avoid over-correction with too much steering, be ready for a secondary skid in 
the opposite direction     

       
Motoring tips in strong wind 

 Slow down and increase the distance from the vehicle in front 

 If driving a high-sided vehicle be prepared, when approaching exposed 
sections of roadway, for the impact of the wind on the steering dynamics of 
the vehicle 

 Avoid overtaking manoeuvres on such exposed sections 

 When passing motorcyclists, cyclists or pedestrians be prepared in case the 
wind blows them into your path 

 Be alert to the possibility of flying debris and fallen trees 

 If you have to stop for any reason use your hazard warning lights to warn 
other drivers 

 
Motoring tips in severe flooding  

 Slow down - do not drive at speed into floodwater – there may be a pothole or 
debris concealed in the water or your vehicle may aquaplane leading to loss of 
control 

 Before you drive through floodwater ascertain how deep the water is to ensure 
your vehicle can get through safely 

 In rain and when visibility is poor drivers should use dipped headlights  

 Keep a sharp lookout for pedestrians, cyclists etc and avoid spraying or 
swamping them 

 If you have to stop, activate your hazard warning lights 
 
Motoring Tips in Fog 

 Slow down and increase the distance from the vehicle in front 

 Use dipped headlights and front and rear fog lights, if fitted  

 Remember to switch off fog lights when visibility improves 

 Keep a sharp lookout for pedestrians, cyclists and motorcyclists 

 Do not blindly follow the vehicle in front – it may leave the road for whatever 
reason 

 If you have to stop, activate your hazard warning lights 
 
Advice to pedestrians 

 If a journey cannot be avoided, be extremely careful as snow and ice can make 
walking on footpaths very dangerous 

 Wear sturdy footwear - insulated and waterproof with good gripping soles 

 Be careful when walking on compacted snow – it may have turned to ice 
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 Take an extra look before you cross the road and do not attempt to cross if 
there are vehicles approaching – remember snow and ice increases the 
distance that vehicles need to stop 

 Be Seen to Be Safe!  Visibility is reduced in poor weather conditions so wear 
high visibility clothing or carry a torch.  As children often journey to school in 
the dark, make sure your child can be seen 

 Be extremely careful in the vicinity of open water, ponds or coastal piers etc 

 Never walk on frozen water 

 In order to protect yourself if you fall, avoid walking with your hands in your 
pockets 

 
Advice to motorcyclists / cyclists 

 Consider your safety first - controlling two-wheeled vehicles in snow or icy 
conditions is extremely difficult and there is an increased danger of a collision 
with a vehicle that is out of control 

 Consider taking alternative transport or walking 
 
Ends/ 
 
 
Note to Editors: 
 
Philip Blake is available for interview by calling him on his mobile 07797 73 
20 73 


