
What is a crime? 

Every offence is recognised as a crime by the Home Office. Those which are classified as ‘notifiable’ (i.e., are 

subject to Home Office audits) are counted as recordable crimes. Broadly speaking, these are incidents that have 

an identifiable victim, be they person or business. 

 

What is a ‘countable’ crime? 

If there is more than one crime in an incident, or if the incident involves more than one type of crime, the most 

serious is counted. The incidents must involve the same offender and victim. 

 

What is a process offence? 

A process offence is any crime that is not notifiable as such to the UK Home Office. In general, these are 

offences that do not have an identifiable victim (e.g., speeding or breaches of the peace). 

 

What is a detected crime?  
A detected crime is one for which an offender is charged to appear before Court or warned to appear at a Parish 

Hall Enquiry. 

 

What is an administrative detection? 

More often than not a crime will be classified as ‘admin detected’ if the offence and the offender are 

corroborated but there is no complaint from the victim. Other reasons for an administrative detection include: 

 

 the offender dying before proceedings could be initiated or completed; 

 the prosecution of an offence not being in the public interest; 

 the suspect having left the Island. 

 

 

What is an undetected crime? 

A crime remains undetected when all possible investigations have been conducted and fail to identify a suspect. 

 

 

What is a ‘no crime’? 

A crime will be classified as a no crime and then discounted if: 

 

 there is no evidence offered than an offence has occurred; 

 the crime was reported in error; 

 the crime was deemed to have been committed outside the Island; 

 the crime formed an act of self-defence in cases of assault; 

 the offence constitutes part of a crime already reported. 

  

 

 

 


